May 1, 2009

Lutheran Institute for Education

Spring Session at Trinity

APOLOGETICS: “Defending the Faith”

May 13 to June 17

Wednesday mornings, 10:00 am

Course Instructor: Rev. Tim Beck

Required Books

· The Bible (copies available for the class)

· Craig Parton, The Defense Never Rests (CPH); copies for sale before class - $11 each 

Registration

· $10 per person

· RSVP for book reservation

· mtzionlutheran@sbcglobal.net

· (510) 233-2299, Rev. Tim Beck
Class Description

Apologetics has a two fold goal. One, creating discontent for those caught up in a false faith; and two, providing a defense of the Christian faith. We will summarize how apologetics relates to the two doctrines in Scripture, law and gospel. We will examine competing value systems in our culture and consider some apologetic approaches. By doing so, class members will develop greater insight into the practical role of apologetics in their own life, identify barriers to Christian faith, and grow in the ability to communicate the truthfulness and certainty of the Christian faith.  

This LIFE class will provide Christian students with: 1) a better understanding of how the law and gospel can be applied in our culture in the context of sharing one’s faith; 2) a greater ability to identify world-views that are common in our society; and 3) a number of ideas on how to challenge the weaknesses of non-Christian world views and answer objections about your faith from non-Christian neighbors.

Friday Reading

Based on Sunday reading from 1 Peter 2

Our heavenly Father has granted to us the privilege to live within a society that allows us to work for change in how we are governed. We may actively pursue change. Yet our desire to change or to resist what is unjust is not rebellion; it is a part of the constitutional principle according to which our government is organized. By our work and words we are able to bring into our nation’s public life a Christian perspectives on social and governmental policies; for example, in matters involving what we label "civil righteous​ness" (just and moral external behavior), we should uphold authority and government, especially as they hinder wickedness, stave off immorality, and protect the welfare of our neighbors.

In the name of individual liberty, we hear that every person should be permitted to do his own thing; on that basis, whole categories of laws (e.g., how relationships and even life are defined) are being opposed and abandoned today. We should not hesitate to speak out, to protest, and to resist decay. That is our constitutional right, and that is our Christian duty. As the Scriptures testify: “Justice and righteousness exalts a nation, but corruption and dishonesty are a reproach to any people.”

Our protests against laws that ignore sin do not permit us to rebel violently, to do evil so that good may result – as if the end justifies the means.  Our resistance might be in vain, and we might even suffer for advocating what is just and right, but then we will not have made ourselves partaker of the evil. Where Christian confession is required because authority and the leaders of society are pro​moting evil, we have the same obligation as all citizens, namely, to speak out boldly. In fact, our obligation is greater because of our calling to proclaim God’s law and His gospel.

These words neither condemn authority unconditionally nor suggest an unlimited personally derived privilege to rise up and rebel. As Peter began his letter, we are pilgrims in this land – government is not the chief and final relationship, even in this life. All falls under for the sake of the Lord. We are able to use government to serve our neighbors; government can be a means by which we put God’s love and His mercy into their lives. We are com​manded by God to show love for one another as a fruit of faith.

In this country, we Christian citizens have the opportunity to exercise our Christian faith and bring our Christian understanding of law to bear upon programs and policies that affect our neighbors and communities. For the sake of our Lord, and for the sake of our neighbor. In this country, citizens can make their voices heard; that governing principle includes citizens who are Christian. As Christians we, who have the life of risen Christ within us, have the power to season with good works and trustworthy words our common life; then we are letting our light shine rather than hiding it under a bushel basket. As Christians, we are citizens of two kingdoms, one temporal and the other, of our Lord, eternal.

Our public words and actions will not make everybody a Christian; voting and paying taxes cannot substitute for preaching God’s love in Christ’s death and resurrection for the forgiveness of everyone’s failure and imperfection. Nevertheless, our system of government lays great responsibilities, privileges, and abundant opportunities for the Christian citizen.

By our use of these opportunities we may follow the Lord's exhortation as expressed by the pen of Peter: Maintain good conduct among the unbelievers, so that in case they speak against you as wrongdoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation; and silence the ignorant by doing right.

For the sake of the Lord.

Prayers

Collect for Jubilate

Almighty God, You show those in error the light of Your truth so that they may return to the way of righteousness. Grant faithfulness to all who are admitted into the fellowship of Christ's Church that they may avoid whatever is contrary to their confession and follow all such things as are pleasing to You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

For Preservation in God’s Word

O Father of all mercy, You have begun Your good work in us, and You promise to bring it to completion when our Lord returns in glory. Day by day, then, fill us with all knowledge and wisdom; may we be certain in our hearts and fully aware how the Spirit, who has raised up our Lord, also enlivens the faith within us with the same power and strength. Through Him we have also risen from the dead by His mighty power, which works in us through Your holy Word. Help us to grow in this knowledge of your dear Son, our Lord, and to remain firm in confession His blessed Word. Give us the love to be agreed in mind and to serve one another in Christ. Guard us so that the schemes of both satan and man may neither corrupt our faith nor plants seeds of doubt within our hearts. And grant that the crosses of faith that we bear may direct us to the blessed and sure hope of the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen

For the Grace to Make the Right Decisions

Heavenly Father, You know all things and see the end from the beginning, and by Your wisdom You direct the affairs of all creation. My mind is often perplexed and my heart disturbed by the challenges and problems that enter my life; for how often do I fail to hold fast to Your faithfulness and seek to determine the path by my own vision; and when I rest upon my own foresight, I often multiply doubts. I pray You, therefore, to enlighten me by Your Holy Spirit so that I may recognize what is pleasing to You, in accord with the faithfulness of Your Son and what brings Your name honor and what serves the neighbor. Grant to me the courage and bold faith to act, depending on You for the blessing on the work of my hands. Through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen

Sunday Preparation

Jubilate, 3rd Sunday after Easter

Hymn of Invocation: LSB 475, “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”

Hymn of the Day: LSB 483, “With High Delight”

Distribution Hymns: LSB 467, “Awake, My Heart, with Gladness” & LSB 737, “Rejoice, My Heart, Be Glad and Sing”

Old Testament Reading, Lamentations 3:22-33

22The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; His mercies never come to an end; 23they are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness. 24“The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in Him.” 25The Lord is good to those who wait for Him, to the soul who seeks Him. 26It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord. 27It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth. 28Let him sit alone in silence when it is laid on him; 29let him put his mouth in the dust—there may yet be hope; 30let him give his cheek to the one who strikes, and let him be filled with insults. 31For the Lord will not cast off forever, 32but, though He cause grief, He will have compassion according to the abundance of His steadfast love; 33for He does not willingly afflict or grieve the children of men. 

· Are the Lord’s mercies new merely because it is a new day? Why, then, are they new?

· Though the afflictions of the present are not pleasant, what, by the Lord’s grace, will they work in us?

Epistle, 1 Peter 2:11-20

11Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. 12Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evil doers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. 13Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, 14or to governors as sent by Him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do good. 15For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 16Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. 17Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. 18Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and gentle but also to the unjust. 19For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. 20For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 

· If Christians were to have a social appearance that disrupted the good and undermined the reception of daily bread by others, what would be the outcome of that kind of life?

· Yet good and upright behavior before God does not guarantee acceptance by society. In fact, what could happen, and does happen to fellow Christians, when they are faithful to their calling?

· How should we regard those consequences?

Gospel, John 16:16-23

 [Our Lord said] 16“A little while, and you will see Me no longer; and again a little while, and you will see Me.” 17So some of His disciples said to one another, “What is this that He says to us, ‘A little while, and you will not see Me, and again a little while, and you will see Me’; and, ‘because I am going to the Father’?” 18So they were saying, “What does He mean by ‘a little while’? We do not know what He is talking about.” 19Jesus knew that they wanted to ask Him, so He said to them, “Is this what you are asking yourselves, what I meant by saying, ‘A little while and you will not see Me, and again a little while and you will see Me’? 20Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy. 21When a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow because her hour has come, but when she has delivered the baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the world. 22So also you have sorrow now, but I will see you again and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.”

· Why can’t the world remove from us the joy that Jesus has promised to us?

Announcements

Sun, 5/3

· 7:30 p.m., LSF Bible Study, Stanford CIRCLE (Old Union 3rd floor)

Tue, 5/5

· 6:30 p.m., Board of Stewardship Meeting

· 7:30 p.m., Board of Christian Education Meeting

Wed, 5/6

· 10:00 a.m., Bible Class: Music & Art in the Early Church

· 1:00 p.m., Women’s Guild Meeting

Thu, 5/7

· 4:45 p.m., Children’s Choir

· 7:30 p.m., Adult Choir
Fri-Sun, 5/8-10

· LSF Yosemite Trip

Sat, 5/9

· 10:30 a.m., Thrivent Group Panning Meeting – to set dates and vote on proposed projects

Sun, 5/10, Canate, 4th Sunday after Easter

· 8:15/11 a.m., Divine Services (Isaiah 12:1-6; James 1:16-21; John 16:5-15)

· No Board of Campus Ministry Meeting

Fri-Sun, 5/15-17

· CNH District Convention in Fremont

Sun, 5/17

· After 2nd Ser., Voters’ Assembly Meeting – Election of Officers

God’s Stewards. Confessing Christ as Lord, which is fundamental to a right use of the gifts of grace in stewardship, is also a Trinitarian confession. In 1 Corinthians 12:4-6 reference is made to the Spirit, Lord, and God, Before changing diversity of the gifts of grace one must realize that all of them come from the one great Giver, the triune God. According to His desire He distributes to the members of the Body of Christ their various functions. But as it is God arrange the organs in the body, each one of them, as He chose (1 Corinthians 12:18). He has chosen this differentiation in order to minister to the whole Body. Man shows trust and honor for God’s will by recognizing the value of all these different gifts. The temptation to play first violin or sing the solo is repudiated by faith in the triune God (Romans 12:3; 1 Corinthians 4:7).

Missions – Spreading Lutheranism among Afrikaners. Of a total of 43 million inhabitants in South Africa, around 70 percent describe themselves as Christian. Of the 700,000 Lutherans, about 150,000 are Afrikaans-speaking. Our small Free Evangelical Lutheran Synod has 2,800 souls who stand in church fellowship with The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.  In our St. Paul’s congregation in the capital Pretoria (also proclaimed under the name Tshwane), we serve around 70 Afrikaans members. How on earth could our small numbers make a difference?  “What is impossible with men, is possible with God” (Luke 18:27) has been our catchphrase. In January 2008, a translation committee of six volunteers, called ALFA (Afrikaans Literature for Afrikaners), convened for the first time. ALFA grew out of the urge to produce good Lutheran literature for Afrikaans-speaking members and for the public in general. We are too small to start community service projects, but we can distribute literature – like Luther, who hinted that the pen was his weapon. The first priority for ALFA was Luther’s Small Catechism. I think of Jesus: when they offered Him two fish and five loaves of bread, He gave thanks to the Father and ordered it to be distributed among 5,000 people and even more.  We managed to translate the catechism, and with thankfulness put it in the hands of the Lord. The miracle repeated itself: The Lutheran Heritage Foundation offered to pay the bill of production and printing of 1,000 copies, which will be distributed amongst the Lutheran churches. It is an opportunity to reach out, to teach, nourish and grow the true faith. This is how we can make a difference. Other projects are in the pipeline. For example, there is no Afrikaans devotion book that includes distinct Lutheran teachings regarding Baptism or Holy Communion, conversion and the principle of grace alone, etc. Since 1994, Afrikaans has been characterized as the language of the oppressor, but not any more. Afrikaners in general are standing tall again amongst the 11 official languages of this country.  Those who consciously have decided to stay in South Africa will continue “the struggle.” Although small in number, they have been encouraged by the Lutheran family worldwide to stand firm in faith and continue in the good works of our Lord and Savior. May God give His blessing on the work that LHF is supporting worldwide. Go to http://www.lhfmissions.org/

Short Answer

Old Testament Reading, Lamentations 3:22-33

· Are the Lord’s mercies new merely because it is a new day? Why, then, are they new? The simple passage of time does not forgive sin or make anything new. The Lord’s mercies are new because he is creator and redeemer; because He spoke at creation and made what is new – never before seen by man or because of what man could do – and because He spoke at the Exodus and made what is new – a people rescued by His grace manifesting His name before the world - the next day is able to bring about what is new, what we cannot achieve and perform. The newness depends on His covenant faithfulness.

· Though the afflictions of the present are not pleasant, what, by the Lord’s grace, will they work in us? They, by His grace, work within us a harvest of righteousness – a trust being purified and relying on the Lord alone.
Epistle, 1 Peter 2:11-20

· If Christians were to have a social appearance that disrupted the good and undermined the reception of daily bread by others, what would be the outcome of that kind of life? Our God would be blasphemed – In the Small Catechism read the explanations of the Lord’s Prayer, petitions 2 and 3, in which we pray for God’s kingdom and will to be manifested through our words and works, and the explanation to the 2nd commandment.

· Yet good and upright behavior before God does not guarantee acceptance by society. In fact, what could happen, and does happen to fellow Christians, when they are faithful to their calling? They might be persecuted and harangued and troubled by the world.
· How should we regard those consequences? Blessed are those who suffer for the sake of the Gospel and counted worthy to receive the reproach of man for the sake of Jesus.
Gospel, John 16:16-23

· Why can’t the world remove from us the joy that Jesus has promised to us? Since He has been raised from the dead, nothing can ever deprive us of the joy that God has given to us in Christ Jesus. No famine, no persecution, nothing in all of creation can revoke the guarantee of our eternal inheritance that God has given to us by His Spirit.







